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1 + 1 = 6? YES, IT DOES!
We welcome into the world our first six piglets to our brand-new piggery project in Mberengwa, Zimbabwe!
And this project is run by women! The manager of the project, Yolanda, is an agriculture student who brings her
knowledge directly from the university to our program. Yolanda also teaches 4 other women how to breed and
care for pigs. As the program grows, additional women will be trained. The goal of this project is two-fold; to
help pay for building materials for the school that will be built in the village and to provide women with skills and
income to be self-sufficient.
The physical space of the piggery building was made bigger than initially planned to ensure enough space for this
fast-growing project. Adequate space guarantees efficient growth, optimum reproduction and the production of
good quality meat, hence maximum profit. We expect to accommodate an excess of 50 or more pigs at different
stages of growth.
To date, over 5,000 bricks have been made by hand for the piggery building. Although there have been building
delays due to a cyclone and heavy rains, the structure is expected to be completed by August. We have also
invested in a grinding mill for this project. Pigs need a lot of feed and it is necessary to rely more and more on
home produced feeds such as corn, groundnuts, sorghum and other available cereals and legumes—all which
need to be ground. Relying on commercial grinders is very expensive so the investment of a grinding mill is quite
practical.
We extend special thanks to SISC (Soroptimist
International of Saratoga County) for the
global grant that helped fund this project.

THE JOURNEY OF PAIN AND HOPE
Every once in a while, there is a story that touches you more deeply than the rest. That is the story of Agnes.
Our project manager in Zimbabwe heard the news of Agnes, a 92-year-old widow, and how she courageously fought off an
attacker while trying to protect her grandchild. He heard that she was injured badly during the attack and lived in a hut that
had a leaking roof, cracked walls and a door comprised of only a few weak boards to keep her safe from wild animals. She
had no money and no valuable earthly possessions so she never thought anyone would target her for a break-in. However,
there was one prized possession she had never thought of—her precious 6 yr. old granddaughter. Muno visited Agnes and
listened first-hand as she recalled the harrowing night. Needless to say, he was moved by this elderly woman’s strength
both physically, emotionally and spiritually and he told us her story. We shared it with you through our
e-newsletter and Facebook several months ago.
Agnes did in fact survive a brutal attack by an unknown assailant who broke
into her hut in the middle of the night. She was sleeping with her 6-year-old
great grandchild, Brenda. In an effort to protect the little girl, Agnes was
viciously slashed multiple times by a machete on her legs. Agnes suffered
for hours laying on the dirt floor of her rural hut until help arrived.
To Love a Child has helped Agnes by providing food, medical assistance and
materials to build a more durable and safer hut for her to live in. Muno and
his wife, Felistas, personally delivered these supplies and helped build her
new home with other members of the community. Agnes is doing much
better these days. Her physical wounds are healing. She sleeps peacefully
at night now knowing there is a strong door with a lock that will keep
intruders out. The challenge for the future is to support 6-year-old Brenda’s
education and empower her mom with skills to start her own business so
she can take care of Agnes and provide for her daughter and herself.

Above: Agnes watches her new hut being
built by caring volunteers.

Right: Felistas Chiravamavi, wife of Project
Manager Muno opens the door to Agnes’s
new home for the first time.

DID YOU KNOW?
20% of our annual income
comes from grants.

80% comes from the generosity.
of individuals like you!

Tales from the Wilderness
We take you back to 2015. Our team included Dennis and Teresa Brobston, Lori Tillman, Tim Schmehl and Cindy
Schmehl. We spent our two weeks in Zimbabwe visiting the woman owned micro-loan businesses, conducting
mini business seminars, leading art projects for children from pre-school to senior high, and distributing personal
hygiene and food supplies. We spent days working with the men in the Men’s Workshop and the ladies in the
Women and Children’s Center to evaluate their future needs and present them with the supplies they needed to
keep their projects moving forward. We also sponsored and worked in a health clinic, distributed school
supplies, clothing, special care packages for the elderly and conducted an eye glass clinic. Our days were busy
and long. As with every trip, we ended with a safari to further learn about the country of Zimbabwe who the
people we serve call home. On this particular trip we went across the border to Zambia for our safari
experience.

In 2015 only 5 white Rhino existed in
Zambia. Thanks to 24/7 security
against poaching there are now 10
white Rhino in Zambia!

A rainbow over Victoria Falls.
The falls is also called “The
Smoke that Thunders”. This is a
must see for every volunteer on
our trip.

It is very unusual to see a hippo
out of water. This little fellow
was right outside our tent at
night!

WELLS AND WATER - ZIMBABWE
We strive to maintain the wells in both of the villages we serve in Zimbabwe
because water is so very critical for all forms of life. During the dry season, or
should we say drought season, wells in Zimbabwe get a tremendous amount of use.
Thousands of people rely on the well water for drinking, cooking, bathing, washing,
watering gardens, and keeping animals alive. Last year the drought in Zimbabwe
was the worst recorded in over 14 years.
Left: As you can see
in this photo, it is no
easy task to pump
water from some of
the wells. TLC has
stocked piled the well
parts that are more
apt to break due to
constant usage so
that wells can be
repaired quickly.

Above: Our newest installation has a solar operated
pump. Unfortunately, lightning from a recent cyclone
struck the power panel. Fortunately, we were back up
and running within weeks.

To Love a Child, Inc.
Cordially Invites You to our
1st Annual 9 and Dine Golf Scramble
Friday, August 6, 2021
Registration 3:15 p.m. - Shotgun Start 4:00 p.m.
Fairways of Halfmoon
$75 p/p includes 9 holes of golf with cart, contest hole prizes, and delicious Italian buffet dinner.
Single golfers welcome—we will place you in a foursome.
$35 p/p for non-golfers joining us for cocktail hour followed by dinner at 6:15

Go To WWW.TOLOVEACHILD.NET For More Information
Dinner Sponsor and Golfer Goodie Bag Donations Needed!
Please join us. It is fundraisers like this that makes all we do possible.

A NEW CLASSROOM FOR CHIKANDAKUBI
It won’t be long before kindergarteners will be using this great new building for their classes. TLC is proud to
support the construction of this building as well as all the new desks and chairs. During our trips we always spend
time in the classroom conducting an art project which they absolutely love. We look forward to working with
these little ones on our next trip to Zim. Thanks to our Project Manager, Godfrey, for managing this project so
successfully. Special thanks to our Kids Helping Kids participants for their fundraising efforts to make this
classroom possible!

The new classroom is almost ready. Just a few
windows and the cement floor to go!

The new classroom will add much needed space to the
school facility. Up to 500 children attend classes here
depending on the time of year.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR KIDS HELPING KIDS
It’s that time again when kids gather to do some tremendous things for children less fortunate. To date, over
$13,500 has been raised by kids by conducting a kick ball game, selling homemade granola, holding a raffle,
organizing a bake sale, selling bows, hosting a dress down day at school, or hosting a virtual fundraiser and more!

The proceeds from Kids Helping Kids has purchased: A motorcycle so teachers do not have to walk to school over an hour
each way, solar lanterns so children will have light during the night, nutritious food, books and school supplies, egg
incubators, shoes and sneakers, and the construction of a kindergarten classroom in Zimbabwe! Way to go kids!

Calling all kids, teens and clubs to join in on the fun!
TO LOVE A CHILD, INC. USA LEADERSHIP

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

CRIS SCHRADER - PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Principal Engineer of Seed Solar and Engineering

ELAINE NEISS
PR and Communications

RICHARD GRIESCHE - VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Retired Residential Mortgage Originator

TERESA BROBSTON
Maternal Health Program

KAREN BISHOP - TREASURER OF THE BOARD
Retired Teacher

ZIMBABWE LEADERSHIP

TIM SCHMEHL - SECRETARY OF THE BOARD
Principal Consultant New York State Technology Enterprise Corp.
(NYSTEC)
CASSIE BIXLER - MEMBER OF THE BOARD
Senior Consultant - New York State Technology Enterprise Corp.
(NYSTEC)

Godfrey Dube – Chikandakubi
Muno Chiromavami – Executive Director
To Love a Child – Zimbabwe
Tafara and Mberengwa

PREET BASSI – MEMBER OF THE BOARD
Clinical Informatics Manager - New York eHealth Collaborative
JAMIE MOWERS - MEMBER OF THE BOARD
Federal Funding Analyst - Early Intervention and Organizational
Change Management - New York State Technology Enterprise
Corporation (NYSTEC)
CINDY SCHMEHL - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
COMPASSIONATE AND CREATIVE INDIVIDUALS
TO SERVE ON COMMITTEES. PLEASE CONTACT
US IF YOU ARE INTERESTED. WE’D LOVE TO
HAVE YOU JOIN US.

TAFARA PRE-SCHOOL & NUTRITIONAL CENTRE

Does Your Company Have
a Match Program?
Please include us in the
process so your donation can
do twice as much good!

For 11 years we have been supporting the pre-school in Tafara,
Zimbabwe. These hardworking teachers are simply wonderful, and
they brighten each day for the children in this little school. Our
support includes breakfast and lunch for the students and a stipend
for the teachers. From time to time, we also supply teacher’s
uniforms, school supplies, dental hygiene supplies and other supplies.

Please sign-up to receive our
monthly newsletters by
e-mail!
Go to www.toloveachild.net
to register.

Drop your recyclable bottles and cans
to any one of the Bottle & Can
Retrieval Centers throughout New
York State and add those nickels to
our account. Thank you so much!
Make your next purchase through amazon
smile and choose To Love a Child, Inc. to
benefit from your transaction! We’ve earned
over $450 to date!

Partner
Partner

Partner

Saratoga-Wilton
Kiwanis

We are a
three-time
Global Grant
recipient!

The Albany
Episcopal Diocese

OUTHOUSE RACES RAISE MONEY TO BUILD LATRINES IN MBERENGWA!
Thanks to Shenendehowa Rotary Club in Clifton Park, NY our latrine project is off to a great start. Shen Rotary
holds an annual Outhouse Race, and this year To Love a Child was one of the recipients of the race. We also
thought the races were such a fun activity we put a team together, built our own outhouse and entered the race
too! The competition was fierce on race day, but we won 1st place in the race and Best Theme for our outhouse
design! It was an absolute blast and we encourage other groups to enter next year.

Our Team Name: “Don’t Worry Pea Happy!”

Our Sweet Pea Mascot is always ready to
take a photo with our major sponsor Cynthia
Martin of Howard Hanna Real Estate.
Others sponsors included Elaine and Tom
Neiss and Kathy Day and Duncan Watt.
Thanks Everyone!

Our Team in Action Around the Turn:
Michael Jensen, Jackson Brewer, Heidi Brewer,
Shaun Story and Cris Schrader

Executive Director, Cindy Schmehl, accepts a check for $1,000 from
Shenendehowa Rotarians.

WE ARE ALMOST THERE—
HELP US RAISE THE REMAINING FUNDS FOR THE LATRINE PROJECT!
A total of $9,000 is needed.
Thanks to Shenendehowa Rotary Club, race sponsors, and a grant we
have raised a total of $3,950.

$5,050 to go!

CARING HEARTS PROVIDES SUPPORT
IN TIMES OF GREAT NEED
Who benefits from this program? Men, women and
children who need assistance due to an emergency, on a
short-term basis or for an extended period of time.
Where are these individuals? Haiti, Zimbabwe, and, right
here in your own backyard
What kind of assistance is provided? Here are some
examples:
●breakfast and lunch for pre-school students whose only
meal is at school
● emergency food distribution of grain during severe
drought conditions in Zimbabwe
●lunches for impoverished students in Haiti
●care packages for the sick and elderly in Zimbabwe
●Sunshine Friends Bags for low-income seniors in the USA
filled with items typically not provided by food banks
●building supplies and medical supplies for a 92 yr. old
woman attacked by an intruder with a machete in
Zimbabwe
And the list goes on….
How can you help? Go to our website and sign up to
make a monthly donation through pay pal. A consistent
donation helps us plan our budget and guarantees that
individuals will have assistance in their critical time of
need. Any amount is appreciated.

Thanks for your consideration!

HAITI UPDATE
It has been quite some time since we have
been able to visit Haiti. Unfortunately, due to
the unrest in the country it is not safe for us to
be there. The political crisis has fueled a
terrifying rise in armed robberies and
kidnappings. Prices have soared and there is
severe hunger throughout the country. We
have absolutely no idea when we will be able
to travel there again. Unfortunately, we are
not even able to ship our usual barrels of
supplies for fear of jeopardizing the safety of
the individuals who must pick them up in Haiti.
Despite all the turmoil, we manage to keep
education going in the tiny village of
Rantlamouaie. Headmaster, Exilent, does his
best to manage the school of 150 students
ranging from pre-school to grade six. He has
the help of 5 other teachers. To Love a Child
pays for the teacher’s salaries and helps with
school supplies. Without this support the
school would most likely close its doors.
Haiti needs our thoughts and prayers for the
end of violence and a solution to a way forward
for its people.

Mark Your Calendar!

To Love a Child, Inc.
12th Annual Dinner and Award’s Celebration

The Spirit of Adventure
Friday. November 19, 2021
Longfellows Restaurant
6:00 p.m.
2021 CIRCLE OF LOVE AWARD RECIPIENTS
Maryann Kermani
Rilla Langley Schulte
Laureen Sheppard
Mary Passaretti
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church/Grace Endowment Fund

Guest Speaker: Kimberly Val
Kimberly has been our translator, liaison and friend in Haiti for 12 years. We met her when she was in high
school and stood with her through all of life’s struggles in Haiti. Hear her story, how To Love a Child has made a
difference in the little village of Rantlamouaie and why she is in the USA today.

PLEASE JOIN US!
JOIN OUR ZIMBABWE 2022 TEAM!
We can’t wait to start planning for the long-awaited return to Zimbabwe. Contact us so we can get you started
on this wonderful adventure. You won’t be disappointed!

Sunshine Friends
A monthly distribution program to local senior citizens struggling to make ends meet.
In collaboration with our partner, CAPTAIN Community
Services, we deliver Sunshine Friends bags to local senior
citizens. Our goal is to provide items that are not
distributed by food banks that are needed to make life
comfortable. As an example, seniors have received
washcloths, hand towels, bath towels, shampoo, dish
soap, word search books, lip balm, hand lotion, dish
towels, sponges, pot scrubbers, paper towels, toilet paper
and oven mitts. Each bag is bright and cheerful and if a
holiday is near, we try to add a little something special to
help them celebrate.
Another important component of this program is the
Sunshine Greeting card which accompanies each bag. The
artwork for the cards is made by Albany High School
Students, Saratoga Key Club Members,
Southern Saratoga Interact Members and even
kids from Haiti. Thanks to all the teens for their
creativity and contributions to this program.

Dear Friends:
Thank you for your support and generosity over the years, but especially over the last 18 months
when times have been challenging, stressful, uncertain and in some cases filled with sorrow. We
are absolutely blessed to have your friendship and trust and I hope you can see how hard we
work to make every cent you donate go to a project that will help others in extraordinary ways.
This little newsletter only begins to describe the work that is being done on your behalf. We
would have to write a book to encompass it all! Please sign-up for our e-newsletter which goes
out every month by email and follow us on Facebook and other social media so you can keep
up to date on all the latest news and stories.
With sincere and deep gratitude, Cindy Schmehl, Executive Director, To Love a Child

June is dollar-for-dollar match month!
Make your donation do twice as much good!
A GOOD HARVEST PREDICTED FOR COMMUNITY GARDENS IN CHIKANDAKUBI
As if COVID wasn’t enough, 2020 was one of the worst drought years in Zimbabwe’s history. Halfway
through the year To Love a Child sent funds for emergency food purchases for the people of Chikandakubi.
With an unpredictable year ahead and in an effort to take advantage of Zimbabwe’s growing season from
January through March, we invested in seeds for the village. Under the guidance of our project manager,
Godfrey, the seeds were distributed, planting was done and now we have photos of the project’s success.

The women of the village care for the gardens every day. The well is within a few feet of the garden, so they do
not have to walk far to fill their buckets with water. The gardens are filled with onions, tomatoes, and other
vegetables that will be added to their daily staple, sadza, to make a nutritious meal.

Twin Bridges
Rotary Club

Partner

Shenendehowa
Rotary Club

Partner

Celebrating 12 Years of Service and Compassion!

Changing Lives Through Our Journeys
To Love a Child Missions to Haiti and Zimbabwe

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER!
June 1st to June 30th: Dollar-for-Dollar Match Month
Friday, August 6th: 1st Annual 9 and Dine Golf Scramble
Friday, November 19th: 12th Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony

